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Dear Parents,
As we come to the end of another eventful year, it is a good opportunity to briefly reflect on the year that has been.
We introduced words like, staggered day, pods, bubbles, and sanitising. Words when used previously in the school meant
something very different. This was a huge change to everyone this year. Our whole school community was affected. Nonetheless,
we got on with things and we pulled together for the good of the whole school community. For that I would like to thank every
family and every staff member for their constant commitment to the school over the last school year.
We are especially proud of all our children, who have carried on and adapted to the new routines in school. These routines have
affected school life, but the resilience of the children is an example to us all. Not only have they adapted to these bubbles, but
they have also learned a whole new way of learning – online. Seesaw and Google Classroom have proved invaluable in the past
year and hopefully as the new year begins, we will be able to use these platforms in the way they were originally planned – as a
means to ‘support’ teaching & learning.
As a community we all pulled together this year (and last) and if anything positive is to come from Covid, is the proof that the
community of Caragh is a great place to live and work for children and families alike. As still a ‘newbie’ to the school, Covid has
proved what a great team of teachers, SNAs and staff we have in our school. The whole staff has worked above and beyond the
call of duty again this year and for my part as Principal, I would like to express my thanks and that of the Board of Management to
the full team here in Caragh school.
The likelihood is that next year, we will continue with the restrictions in place. Bubbles and pods will be with us for another while
yet. However, with the continued vaccine role out hopefully restrictions will continue to ease. Over the summer we will tweak
the drop off and collection times with a hope to making it that bit easier. A full plan will be sent to each family in plenty of time
before we return to school.
For now, I sincerely hope the summer is good for you all and that you get some well- earned rest from school life. Here’s to a
great summer and some quality family time.

Thanking you all for your continued support,
Alan Hobbins.

Calendar

Darrell Farrell

Summer Holidays @ 12 noon

June 30th

Holidays 2021 – 2022
Reopen:

Tuesday 31st August

Halloween Break:

Closing Fri 22nd Oct

In memory of past pupil Darrell Farrell a 6th class pupil
is chosen as the annual recipient of the award. This
year Summer Forde is a worthy winner.
Congratulations Summer.

Reopen Mon 1st Nov
Christmas Break:

Closing Wed 22nd Dec @ 12:00
Reopen Thurs 6th Jan 2022

Feb Midterm:

Closed Thurs & Fri 24th & 25th Feb

St Patrick’s Day:

Closed Thurs & Fri 17th & 18th Mar

Easter Break:

Closing Fri 8th April @ 12:00
Reopening Mon 25th April

May Bank Holiday:

Closed Mon 2nd May

June Bank Holiday:

Closed June 6th – 10th June

Summer Closure:

Closing Thurs June 30th @ 12:00

Closing Time – 30th June
Red Infants
Orange Infants
Bus Children
Red Group
Orange Group
Green Group

Reports

12 noon
12.05pm
12.10pm
12.15pm
12.20pm
12.25pm

With Siblings

Raheens + E.O.C.C.
On behalf of staff and pupils Caragh N. S. we would like
to acknowledge the tremendous success of coaching
sessions put in place by our local clubs. Sessions were
highly organised and progressive. Coaching was
provided by Robert Thompson, Adam Delmer and Kelly
Perkins. Many thanks to all involved.

Book Lists 2021 - 2022
All classes have received their book lists for the next school year. We
have tried to reduce the number of workbooks for all classes and have
increased the number available for renting. Parents may purchase
Workbooks locally or online, all details are on the book list. Only buy
Atlas or Dictionary if you don’t already have one.
The DES operates a Book Grant Scheme, for large families, single
parent families, those on Social Welfare payments and families
experiencing financial difficulties of any kind. If you would like to avail
of this part-payment towards book rental, please contact the Principal
Alan Hobbins in school office (903091).

The end of year school reports have now been

released to parents and can be viewed through the Aladdin App. We
are very proud of the children this year and how they all have worked
so hard both in school and at home during lockdown. Please read
this year’s reports with all the disruption in mind. Should you have
any concerns or queries, please contact the school through the office
or email principal@caraghns.ie

Payments can be made from Monday 31st May online through
our secure payment facility – this is safer for you and the
school. The system will issue a receipt. If online payment is not
suitable for you; you can pay at your bank with the following :
Caragh NS

Graduation 2021
2021 brings to an end life in C.N.S. for 62 6th class
pupils. This graduation will be recorded for parents.
This is a very special time for 6th class children and
parents. The children have shown a resilience and a
willingness to adapt that has been most impressive.

BIC: BOFI IE2D

IBAN: IE30 BOFI 9012 3942 8514 01
Put your child’s name as a reference.
If you must pay with cash, please contact the office in
September. Any issues online please email office@caraghns.ie
or principal@caraghns.ie. Thank you

Student Council

Tracksuits + Uniforms
for next school year.
Parents may purchase uniform items in any store.
The following suppliers will supply uniform items and crested
tracksuits.
All orders should be made directly to the suppliers.
The school will not be involved in processing orders.
The Back to School Shop, Cutlery Rd. Newbridge 045/449100
Kidstuff, Georges St., Newbridge 045/486445 (O’Neill’s tracksuits)

Please Note:
J. Infants – to

2nd

(inc.) wear tracksuits at all times.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
rd
th
3 – 6 (inclusive) wear school uniform –
tracksuits on PE days only
School crests are available online
or from the school office at €5 each

School Insurance.
Your child will receive an insurance form soon for the
next school year. Please read the form to inform
yourself of the terms and conditions of the policy.
The scheme will close on 30th September. It is your
own choice to join or not. Please pay online

Active Schools Week
As usual Active Schools Week will run during
the last week of June. Children will actively participate
in a range of physical exercises which hopefully will
encourage future participation. We would like to
acknowledge the great support we get from all our local
associations.

6th Class CP Adventure
6th class pupils visited CP Adventure Centre in
Blessington on June 16th, where they experienced
Kayaking, high ropes, archery and ziplining among
other activities.
A great day was had by all.

Many thanks to this year's student council for all of the hard
work they have put in this year. They met a few times in the
sensory garden to discuss how to add some fun into the school
day. The student council radio show, in particular, was a great
success! This included some quizzes, birthday shout outs and
music to get the whole school dancing.
The student council was made up of two students from each
5th and 6th class. The members were as follows: Caoimhe
Lavin, Eoin Price, Juliette Fagan, Jack Eustace, Noah Kennedy,
Claire Nestor, Bronagh Malone, Arya Walia, Ruadhán
O’Connor, Tara O’Neill, Brayden Geraldizo and Aisling Turrell .

Recently, the student council members helped
spread the word for our fundraiser ‘Ben for
Barretstown’.

Caragh Tidy Towns
The last time a tidy towns adjudicator walked the streets of
Caragh was in late June 2019. The cancellation of the 2020
competition and no physical judging of the village this year (each
entry will be judged purely on the quality of its application form)
has not deterred us from pushing on with our projects.
In May 2020, we installed an information board in Fr. Kinsella
Park / Parish Field. The lectern tells the story of the Clongorey
evictions of the late 1880's / early 1890's and the part played
by the then Parish Priest of Caragh, Fr. Augustin "Austin"
Kinsella who did his best by his parishioners who lived on the
then O'Kelly Estate in Blacktrench, Clongorey and
Barrettstown.
Our works were curtailed in initial lockdowns, but "socially
distant", as well as extensive litter picks, in early 2021 we went
about planting over 250 native tree saplings in Fr. Kinsella Park
during National Tree Week. Additionally, we built a new flower
bed and planted pollinator-friendly trees throughout the village.
Over the past week, if you have visited the cemetery, you will
have noticed we have turned our focus to what used to be
referred to as the Old School. In October 2020, we
commissioned a limestone plaque (etched by Dublin-based
sculptor Richard Healy) which would simply state "Caragh
National School 1832 - 1964". Our research indicated 1832 for
its establishment and, courtesy of the late Kathleen O'Neill's
account in "The Great Book of Caragh", we know that the
children left the school building in March 1964.

Thanks so much to all the staff, pupils and families of Ben's

Research for the school plaque was carried out with a view to
installing a supplementary information board outlining as best
we could the history of the school. The completed information
board was fixed to the wall in the cemetery last week for all to
read. It features a group photograph of a class from 1932 and
the boys from confirmation class, c. 1946 / 47.

alma mater Caragh National School who held a Rag Day on

We will submit our application in early July and given the
projects completed, this year we might also enter the Special
Awards for Heritage and the Tree Awards.

truly loved to be

Huge thanks go to the community at large as
well as our own committed crew. Without
the work of all it would be much more
difficult to undertake. I hope you enjoy what
we've accomplished since we re-established
the group in late 2015. Here's to the next 5
years!

4 June and raised an amazing €1,205. The effort made by
staff and students is very much appreciated, and will bring
lots of joy to the children of Barretstown, a FUN adventure
camp for children with cancer and serious illness. How
special to have Ben celebrated at Caragh NS, a place he

