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March 17th    St. Patrick’s Day 

March 19th    Lá Glas – see below 

March 26th    Easter Holidays  

April 12th    Return to school 

May 3rd – 7th       Bank holiday + holiday  

June 7th + 8th +9th      Bank holiday + holiday 

June 30th    Summer Holidays 

 

     

 Please read below letter 
Lessons will take place in March + April 

 

Returning to School 

Guidelines below 

Must be read 

 

 

The following is the message from Fr. Joe: 
 
These are very strange times. All aspects of our lives have 
been affected, including the celebration of First Communion 
and Confirmation. We have no idea of how many people will 
be able to gather in Church when restrictions are slowly 
changed in the months after Easter. 
 
In Caragh Parish we have almost 90 children awaiting 
Confirmation and almost 30 for First Communion from last 
year. 
Hopefully we will be able to celebrate these sacraments in 
May and June in small groups. That is the priority. 
 
Because of the uncertain times we live in we have decided to 
postpone this years First Communion and Confirmation until 
after the summer, for Newbridge, Caragh and Prosperous 
Parishes. This removes pressures on families and removes any 
question of dates and times until after the Summer holidays. 
 
Hopefully we can set dates in early September when we 
expect things to be better. 
 

Kind Regards,  Fr. Joe McDermott. 

 
 

Join the school to 
celebrate  
St. Patrick’s Day Mass  
Caragh Church Webcam @9.30am 
 

 

Please apply for your child’s Bus Eireann ticket before last Friday in April 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 

Trocaire the overseas development agency of the Catholic 

Church has for many years asked us to help donate to the 

Trocaire Box during the season of Lent.  This year we have 

placed a Trocaire Box in each classroom to allow the pupils 

the opportunity to donate.  To help fundraise for this very 

worthy cause we will have a …. 

  

All Donations to Trocaire 
 

Congratulation to 6th class pupil Ellen Tierney 

who came 2nd in the (8 11year old) category in RTE’s art 

competition, “This is Art”.  Ellen “likes to make 

colourful art to make people smile.”  Her picture 

below) of a woman working from her home near the 

Cliffs of Moher while listening to music certainly puts  

a smile on faces.  Well Done Ellen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Book Day is going ahead this year virtually and in 

school, We have a digital  voucher that you can download and 

keep until the shops open . We have also given physical 

vouchers to those children that are in school. Please visit: 

http://worldbookday.com/books/ 

                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We still collect used stamps for the 

Carmelites Friary in Kildare. 

Please drop to the school office 



 
 

 

Caragh National School 
 

 

March 2021 

We shall be covering the RSE (Relationships and Sexuality Education) aspect of SPHE (Social, Personal and Health 

Education) during the months of March/April.  As the information booklet for parents (R.S.E. Going Forward Together) 

is no longer being printed you can view the relevant lessons from each class at the following link: 

http://www.pdst.ie/primary/RSE 

Parents who do not wish their child to participate in an aspect or all aspects of the R.S.E. programme have the right to 

opt out but must do so in written format to the school principal. 

Yours sincerely, 

Alan Hobbins  (Principal) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pdst.ie/primary/RSE


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back to School Monday 15th March 

All Classes Infants – 6th Class 

 
Dear Parents & Pupils, 

Once more we are delighted to be able to 

announce that we will reopen our school doors 

for the whole school next Monday March 15th.  

After being closed since Christmas and only 

being able to welcome half our school back in the 

last few weeks, we are looking forward to having 

our school reopen for everyone.   

We are now welcoming back all our children and 

staff from 3rd to 6th class who have had to 

continue at home over the last few weeks.  Well 

done to everyone involved over the last few 

weeks.  It has been strange only having half our 

school here.  But clearly this approach has 

worked, and it has been worthwhile.   

Please keep up the measures over the next few 

weeks to Easter break and please look over this 

document ahead of coming back to school to 

refamiliarise yourself with groups and times. 

Kind regards,  

Alan Hobbins 

Hygiene & Etiquette 

Please revisit this with the children over the 

coming days. Children need to refamiliarize 

themselves with sneezing and coughing into 

their elbow and washing their hands properly. 

Hand sanitiser will be used throughout the day 

as before.  

Covid Symptoms 

We would ask you to be particularly 

vigilant during this reopening in 

relation to Covid symptoms. Should 

your child develop symptoms, please 

keep them home from school. 

Should another family member 

develop symptoms please err on the 

side of caution  

School Gate 

Please do not congregate at the gate 

in the mornings or evenings. 

Face Covering MUST be worn at the  

school gate 

Please practice a drop and go 

approach at the gate. 

Please, Please, Please, continue to work 

with us in relation to protecting our pupils 

and our staff from getting Covid.  We all 

worked so hard up to Christmas. 

Be Vigilant & 

Keep Our School Open 

Parents 3rd – 6th MUST complete the Return to 

Education Declaration form before Monday 15th 

in order for their child to return to school. 

This is accessed on the Aladdin App. 

 

This must be completed after each absence also. 

It will be available from 3pm the evening before. 

If Returning from Abroad your family 

must follow Government advice re 

isolation prior to returning to school. 

Morning Drop Off 
We have 3 Drop Off times in the mornings as you 

know; 9:00, 9:05, 9:10.  Please do not arrive at the gate 

with your child until the allocated time.  Once your 

child has come through the gates, please leave the 

front of the school thus leaving room for others who 

are arriving. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Groups, Bubbles & Pods 

Yes, we will be returning and continuing 

with this feature for the rest of the year. 

We will return to our 3 Groups; Red, 

Orange, Green so please double check 

which group you are in.  Entry and Exit 

to school will be through the same gates 

as before, but please check our map. 

Boxes, Books & Pencil Case 

Please be sure to return all the books and 

boxes which may have been collected 

from school earlier.  Boxes can be 

dropped back to the school on: 

3rd + 4th classes – Thursday 11am to 1pm 

5th + 6th classes – Friday 11am – 1pm 
 

School Work 

We recognise and acknowledge the 

concern you may have regarding your 

child’s progress in school since our first 

closure a year ago now.   

This is something we are acutely aware 

of, but I am sure you will agree that the 

teachers worked extremely hard in the 

first term to get the children back up to 

speed and close those ‘gaps’ in the 

children’s learning. 

The same will happen now.  We will 

assess where the children are at and plan 

accordingly. The focus will undoubtedly 

be on Literacy & Numeracy and the 

children’s wellbeing.  Please continue to 

support your child’s learning as best you 

can at home.  We will ease our way back 

into homework also. 

Let’s take this one small step at a time. 

Accessing the School 

As before no cars will be allowed to enter the 

school grounds. In the mornings, parents should 

not enter the school for Covid reasons. 

If items need to be dropped off, please come to the 

main reception and leave them in the Forgotten 

Items box from where they will be distributed.  

The Lunch Bag facility will run as before. 

As 3rd to 6th Class Teachers prepare for the return to 

school, they will not be engaging on 

Seesaw/Google Thursday and Friday. Zoom 

Meetings may take place. 

Ventilation 
Ventilation is proven to be a very important 

measure in reducing the risk of transmission in 

schools and buildings. Classroom windows will 

be open through out the day and opened wide 

when the children are on break. Children can 

wear an extra layer of clothing if needed.  Some 

days are colder than others so please be mindful 

of this when the children are coming to school.   

 



 
 

                     RED GROUP           ORANGE GROUP         GREEN GROUP 

  

 

 

 

Door Class 

1  

2  
3 4th Class A 

Mr Rogers 

4 5th Class B  
Mr Dunlea 

5 First Class B 
Ms Shally 

6 2nd Class B 
Ms Dunleavy 

7 6th Class C 
Mr Corkery 

Door Class 

1 Juniors B  
Ms O Reilly 

2 Seniors A  
Ms Hanly 

3 Seniors B 
Ms Cummins 

4 3rd Class B  
Ms Hamill 

5 1st Class A 
Ms McNulty 

6 5th Class C 
Ms Burke 

7 6th Class B 
Ms Cantillon 

Timetable 

Start: 9:00am 

Break:   10:35-10:50 

Lunch:  12:20–12:50 

Home:   1:45 (Infants) 

                      2:45 (1st -6th) 

Door Class 

1 Juniors A  
Ms Banks 

2 Seniors C  
Ms Finnerty 

3 3rd A Ms Troy 
4 4th Class B  

Ms Kenny 
5 2nd Class A 

Ms Marsh 

6 5th Class A 
Ms Duggan 

7 6th Class A 
Ms Mullally 

 

Timetable 

Start: 9:05am 

Break:   10:55-11:10 

Lunch:  12:55–1:25 

Home:   1:50 (Infants) 

                      2:50 (1st -6th) 

Timetable 

Start:  9:10am 

Break:   11:15-11:30 

Lunch:    1:30 – 2:00 

Home:       2:55pm  



 
 

Access to Our School Each Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gate B 

 

Gate A 

 

Door 1 

Doors 4 

Door 3 Door 2 

Door 6 

Door 7

 

Door 1 

Main Door 

 

Door 2 

End of Infant 

Corridor 

 

Door 3 

Through Small 

Gate 

 

Door 4 & 5 

Corner of Yard 

 

Door 6 

To Sunnystreet 

 

Door 7 

Beside Astro 

GATE A: Doors 3 & 4. Through small 

gate to the side of the school. 

Gate B: Doors 1 & 2.  Cross the Zebra 

Crossing 

Gate C: Doors 5, 6, & 7. Around the 

back of the school. 

Gate C Door 5

 

Please remember the Parish Field Gate can be 

used by any child at any of the morning & 

home times. This may be handy for families 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


