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Dear Parents,
I hope this Halloween Newsletter finds you well. We are nearly there now for our first midterm break of the year. I
hope you are all looking forward to it. We have had a busy first half term and no doubt it will get busier still
between now and Christmas.
We finally celebrated our Confirmation and Communions and we were very proud of all the children who received
these sacraments. I would like to thank Fr McDermott for leading these ceremonies, the Parents committee for all
their work and all the teachers involved over the last few years.
Is the return of our sacraments and getting back to the church a sign that things may return to normal? Please God
it is. We are awaiting guidance from the Dept of Education to see if things will change after Halloween. As always,
we will advise you of this in good time.
Going forward, I would ask that you continue as before to err on the side of caution in relation to your child’s health.
If you are unsure, please keep your child at home. As we head into the Winter season, we fully understand that
children will develop colds and coughs. If we continue to work together, we can ensure that the children are as safe
as possible.
I would like to say a big well done to all the children on their return to school and for settling back into school after
the summer holidays. A huge well done to our two Junior Infant classes who are getting on really well since starting
in Big School.
A big thank you to all our staff here in Caragh NS for all their work this busy half term. I wish them all a well
deserved break for the Halloween.
There’s some important information below for the coming weeks.
I hope you all enjoy the Halloween with family.
Regards,

Alan Hobbins

Calendar
Closing Fri 22nd Oct (Full day)

Halloween Break:

Reopen Mon 1st Nov
Staff Training Day

Nov. 15th (No school for pupils)

Christmas Break:

Closing Wed 22nd Dec @ 12:00
Reopen Thurs 6th Jan 2022

Feb Midterm:

Closed Thurs & Fri 24th & 25th Feb

St Patrick’s Day:

Closed Thurs & Fri 17th & 18th Mar

Easter Break:

Closing Fri 8th April @ 12:00
Reopening Mon 25th April

May Bank Holiday:

Closed Mon 2nd May

June Bank Holiday:

Closed June 6th – 10th June

Summer Closure:

Closing Thurs June 30th @ 12:00

Staff Training Day
To facilitate training for the Primary Language
Curriculum our school will be closed for the
children on Monday 15th November for the day.
This is at the instruction of the Dept of
Education and the day is being facilitate here in
our school by the Professional Development
Services for Teachers. This is a year long level of
support and training we will be receiving and
their will be further half day closures during the
year. These are necessary and important
training days.

School Gates
I would like to thank all our families for
your continued support at the school gates
each morning in particular. I would like to
reiterate again the need to wear masks at the
school gate even though it is outside. Please
continue to use the Parish Field for access to
the school where possible. We will continue
with our drop off times of 9am and 9:05am
for families going forward. Please arrive at
the gates as close as possible to these times
each morning.

Friday 22nd October
Please sponsor online

Witch/Monster Walk
As is tradition in our school, we will hold the Caragh NS
Witch Walk on the day of the Halloween holidays 22nd
October. This event is very much weather dependent
and a last minute decision may be made to change the
time or to cancel if the weather is too inclement. We
will cross all the fingers!!! We will commence our
walk at 11:30am or there abouts. All classes will
walk around the Parish Field and then through Caragh
Lawns and back to the school. Should parents wish to
watch the children on their walk, we would urge social
distancing at all times. Unfortunately, parents will not
be able to join in the walk.
This is our main fundraiser each year for the school.
We will ensure that the monies raised will be spent on
valuable resources for the children here in our school.
We hope to purchase Chromebooks for the children
this year and also to look at getting yard markings
outside for the children to play with at break times.
Donations can be made to our Witch Walk fund
through Aladdin. We are very grateful for all donations
received.

5 Km Run for 6th Class
Our 6th class children are training very
hard for the annual 5K run. I would
like to thank the 3 6th class teachers
and Ms Banks and Mr Rogers for putting the children
through their paces over the last few weeks.
We plan to hold the run on Thursday 21st October
at 1:30pm for the three classes. As always this will
be held around the Parish field. The children can
change into their running gear before the race. We
would strongly urge the children to prepare for the
weather. We may run in light drizzle. If parents wish
to attend this event, we ask that they stay by the car
park and exercise social distancing at all times.

Healthy Lunches
Our school operates a nut free zone and a
healthy school policy. So we would impress
on parents the need to ensure that children
have a healthy lunch each day for school,
without sugary treats or drinks, or chocolate
spreads or such like.

Parents please note if you wish
your child to go on any school
trips/tours/swimming/football matches
etc. you must give permission on Aladdin.
Unfortunately if we do not get permission
they cannot go.

Students Council

We are delighted this year to be able to take
part in the Christmas Shoe Box Appeal.
Children are invited to take part in this
wonderful project. The Shoe Boxes is an
annual campaign sending gift filled shoeboxes
from Ireland to children affected by poverty
across Africa and Eastern Europe The leaflet
explains how to prepare the shoebox and the
items which may be included. Please include
the €4 in an envelope in the box. Boxes will be
collected from school on Wed. Nov. 3rd.
Leaflets have been given to children this
week. More leaflets available in the school
office.

This year will see the 4th student council
established in Caragh National School. It will
consist of children from 4th, 5th and 6th class. The
children in these classes are asked to put
themselves and their ideas forward for election.
We hope to form the new council by next week. We
hope the council will support the children in the
school with various initiatives and the wider
community.

Confirmation + First Holy Communion
Pupils in the present 3rd class received the
sacraments of First Penance and First Holy
Communion in Sept. The class of 2020 and
2021 were Confirmed over the past few
weeks. A big thank you to Fr. Joe who
officiated at all the ceremonies each night and
made the occasions very special for each
child and their families.

Science
Poly Tunnel
We hope that all children will get to experience
sowing and growing during their time in Caragh
N.S. Each year pupils from 1st, 3rd and 6th will get
a chance to use their “green fingers”

After Halloween classes 3rd, 4th and 5th will be
participating in a science workshop. Each class
will be do the workshop as a class group.
The workshop is on CSI, the children will have to
use their scientific skills to find out who did it!
It is great to get back to having Science events in
school again. We hope the children involved will
enjoy the day.

RSA Cycling Ireland
To conclude our cycling programmes, 6th class pupils
will have 2 road sessions. These road sessions will
give the children the opportunity to put into practice
the advice they have received.

Coaching – GAA
Robert Thompson and Adam Delmer continue to
develop GAA skills with the children from 1st to 5t
Pupils from 1st and 2nd class really enjoyed the
movement skills programme with Kelly Perkins.

Parent Teacher Meetings
We normally carry out our parent teacher meetings in
November. This year however we won’t be able to
facilitate these meetings in the usual way. Simply put
it is not possible to have adults waiting around the
school for meetings in the current climate. To this end
we are going to delay the Parent Teacher meetings
until February. Hopefully at that stage restrictions
may have eased somewhat and we will be in a position
to facilitate these meetings.
In the meantime contact the school if you have any
concerns.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

3rd /4th class will participate in a football blitz on Friday
15th with the final due to take place on Thursday 21st.

Peatland World
As part of Science curriculum work,
children from 6th class will visit Peatland
World next week. They will learn about
bog formation and its biodiversity.

Maths Week
Oct 18th – 22nd
Caragh School will be
participating in this with many activities, puzzles and
practical tasks arranged for all class levels. Please
encourage your children to try these activities in
school and as part of homework

Guitar Lessons
6th class pupils will start Guitar
lessons after the mid term with
Don Nea. They will learn a range of
tunes
over 8 weeks. Itis a very
worthwhile project as most pupils get a chance to
play and perform for the first time.

On Friday the 8th of October,
staff and students put on
their favourite jerseys in
support of the charity GOAL,
who everyday voluntarily risk their lives to help
people in developing countries. An amazing €953
was raised. A big thank you to everyone who
wore their jerseys and an even bigger thank you to
everyone who donated. It was very much
appreciated.

We are asking people to slow down in
the Parish Field Car Park for arrival and
collection of children. It is very
important that everybody feels safe.
Thank you

