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Dear families,
We are well into the month of May and the busy last term of the year has begun. All the while the end of the year
countdown has begun – hard to believe.
Over the coming weeks there will be many activities here in school so please stay tuned to the Aladdin App as
much as possible. There will be tours, fun days, active days and wellbeing week. We are delighted with the
return of such activities. We have included many of these activities and dates for the term in this edition of the
Newsletter. Our Calendar for next year has been arranged and is included also.
We have had a lovely start to our last term with two fantastic Communion ceremonies which marked a return to
normality for us all. I’d like to thank Ms Marsh, Tina and Ms Dunleavy for preparing the children so well. Our 4 th
& 5th class choir sang so beautifully on both days also under the direction of Ms Dunleavy and Ms McNulty,
accompanied by Mr Dunlea. Thank you to all involved. A big thank you as always to Fr Joe for leading the
children through such a lovely ceremony. We look forward to our Confirmations at the end of the month.
A huge well done to all the senior boys and girls who have represented the school in recent football blitzes. Our
senior boys are in the B Final today in Moorefield and we wish them well. We will have Hurling & Camogie Blitzes
in the coming weeks. Thanks to Ms Cantillon, Ms Hamill, Mr Corkery & Mr Dunlea for all their work with these
teams.
Over the coming weeks we will be working towards our plan for next year – classes and teachers. Please be
assured we will keep you up to speed and informed in due course. We will have the same number of classes next
year as this year – 18 classes.
Next week we will take another step towards the return to a normal day here in our school. We will move to one
break & lunch time for all classes. This will mean more children out on yard at play time. We welcome this and
we will keep a close eye on how it progresses for the children and the school. We will be working hard on our
yard rules and how inclusive and respectful we are of everyone in our school at all times including yard time.
Here's to an enjoyable last term for everyone,

Alan Hobbins.

Calendar
June Bank Holiday:

Closed June 6th – 10th June

Summer Closure:

Closing Thurs June 30th @ 12:00

Holidays 2022/2023
Reopen:

Wednesday Aug 31st

Halloween

31st Oct. – 4th Nov.

Christmas Break:
Feb. Bank Holiday

Closing 22nd Dec.
Reopen 5th Jan.
Monday Feb. 6th

Feb Midterm:

Thurs. 16th + 17th Feb.

St Patrick’s Day:

Friday 17th + Mon. 20th Mar.

Easter Break:

Closing 3rd April
Reopening 17th April

May Bank Holiday:

Mon 1st May

June Bank Holiday Week:

June 5th – 9th

Summer Closure:

Friday 30th June

Swim Rota
3rd

------ 11/5, 18/5, 25/5, 1/6, 15/6
€35 for 5 sessions and Bus transport

The annual
Book Fair visits
the school starting on 23rd – 26th May. Children can view
and buy books during school time. Books can be viewed,
browsed and purchased each evening by parents from 2.40
– 3.15 pm. All welcome

Wellbeing Week 23rd – 27th May
This year we will integrate wellbeing activities into
daily school life – we are taking some extra time to
highlight the importance of wellbeing and in our
wellbeing week. We hope that everyone enjoys the
week.

Parents Council
Next meeting of the Parents Councils will be on
17th May at 8.30pm in the school. New
members very welcome.

Please give consent + pay online through Aladdin

Class
J.I.
S.I.
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

Date
June 28th
June 16th
June 23rd
May 27th
June 27th
June 3rd
June 23rd
June 17th -20th

Where
Caragh Farm
Lullymore
Prosperous Maze
National Stud
Causey Farm
Astro Park
Tayto Park
Delphi

Price
€7
€22
€20
€17
€25
€28
€26

Price includes bus and entrants fee. Please
bring a lunch, drinks and sun cream.
Payment can be made on Aladdin. You must
give consent on Aladdin for your child to
go on tour.

Delphi
After a gap of 3 years 6th class will visit
Delphi Outdoor Adventure Centre from 17th
– 20th June. Excitement is building!!!

School Insurance.
The annual Fun Day/Cake Sale and Rag Day run by 6th
class to fund raise for their tour to Delphi Leisure
Centre takes place 15th June. Children will get the
opportunity to participate in a range of fun activities
as well as to indulge in some treats. We would
greatly appreciate spot prizes, unwanted gifts, good
quality toys, cakes – buns, breads,
jams, eggs etc.
---------------------------------------

Adults can indulge themselves at the
2.00pm cake sale. We are always very
fortunate to have so many parents who bake delicious
cakes, bread and tarts for this.
Tickets for spot prizes will be on sale
on Friday morning.

Your child will receive an insurance form soon for the
next school year. Please read the form to inform
yourself of the terms and conditions of the policy. The
scheme will close on 30th September. This is optional
to join. Please pay online through Aladdin.

School Photographs
Dear parents, the photos are now ready for viewing
and ordering.
An email was sent to all registered emails with the
details, please check your spam folders and if you
haven't received it please contact me on 087 322 33
29 or ericmolimard@gmail.com. Thank you.

Ben for Barretstown ❤

This year Caragh NS were lucky enough to be selected
to take part in the AppleGreen BioDive competition.
Thank you so much to everyone who brought in
stickers to help us to complete our BioDive poster.
Unfortunately we were not winners this time but
received a lovely pack of wildflower seed bombs and
sunflower seeds to plant throughout the school. We
were also able to complete sticker albums for the
library which show a great collection of native Irish
plants and animals. Well done to all involved.

Darrell Farrell Cup
A trophy memory of past pupil Darrell Farrell is
presented to a 6th class pupil who is held in high regard
by the school community. This year we had joint
winners in Eryn Stout and Aoife Lawlor.
Congratulations to both girls.

Thanks so much to all the Students Council, staff, pupils
and families of Ben's alma mater Caragh National
School who held a Rag Day on 6 May and raised an
amazing €1,080. The effort made by staff and students
is very much appreciated, and will bring lots of joy to the
children of Barretstown, a FUN adventure camp for
children with cancer and serious illness. How special to
have Ben celebrated at Caragh NS, a place he truly loved
to be.

Kilmainham/Glasnevin
As part of their curriculum work 6th class will visit
Kilmainham and Glasnevin on Thursday May 12th.
This is always a worthwhile visit. Please give permission
for your child to go on the Aladdin App.

We are delighted to welcome Paddy
Madden to our school on May 10th and
27th. Paddy will work with a selection of
classes from infants up to 6th class.
Paddy worked as a primary teacher and a
lecturer in Marino College of Education
for many years and has worked with
Heritage in Schools since 1999. He will introduce the children to the
local flora and wildlife on our school grounds. We are looking
forward to his visit

Standardised Tests
At this time of year in every school in the country,
standardised testing is conducted. It is a requirement to
carry out these tests in the month of May. 1 st class to 6th
class will complete Literacy, Numeracy and Spelling tests.
Such tests are a snapshot of the children’s progress. We
use many forms of assessment during the year and this is
just one such method. We know how hard the children
have worked during the year and are proud of all their
efforts.

Green School
We are no longer collecting crisp and pringle
packs. Battery and used postage stamps are
still being collected.

Cumann na mBunscol
To date boys and girls have competed in their
respective football competitions. Participating
in very high standard games, both teams
acquitted themselves very well.
Our Senior B team have qualified for their
final which will be played at 2pm Wed. 11th
May in Moorfield.
Senior Hurling Blitz – May 20th in E.O.C.C.
Senior Camogie Blitz – May 27th in E.O.C.C.

First Communion + Confirmation
Congratulations to the boys and girls who made
their first Holy Communion recently
Confirmation will take place on
May 30th, 31st + June 1st.

June 23rd
Back in November 2021 a 5th class pupil, David
Power entered the An Post Brain Busters Literacy
and Numeracy Challenge competition. He was
selected, out of 5,500 entries, as a finalist.
On Friday 27th April, David, along with his team,
Fionn Brownen and Caoimhe Glennon competed in
the final stage. This final consisted of a ‘Top Secret
Crime Scene Challenge’ which was organised and
presented to our class by RTE TV presenter Emer
O' Neill. Our 5th class really enjoyed the challenges
and stated it was a wonderful experience.

These girls wore our beautiful new school
jerseys for the first time in the school’s
football blitz recently. The jerseys were
kindly sponsored by Sliver Shemmings Ash
law firm. This was greatly appreciated.

Parents please remember you need to
give permission for your child to go on
school tours, matches etc.
This will come up for you on the
Aladdin App.
Your child will not be able to go unless
you give permission.

