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Dear families,

I hope this edition of the Newsletter finds you well with St Patrick’s Day around the corner. It has been a
busy few weeks in Caragh NS since our last Newsletter with more activities on the way. Our girls’
basketball were victorious in the school league for the first time in school history and we are delighted
with their achievement. A big thanks to their coaches Ms McCormack and Ms Hamill. To keep up the
winning feeling 4 6th class girls fook part in the Intel competition and again for the first time, they
placed very well. It was a fantastic week for the school and especially for the girls sport and girls in

science.

We are looking forward to celebrating World Book Day this week. Next week we will celebrate La Gilas le
chéili beag sa halla. Beidh craic agus ceol againn. Cross Country athletics and Giaelic football is 9etting
started now also with competitions before Easter. Our senior girls will take part in the 5 a side FAI
competition. All these lovely activities happen in our school because of our ever-committed staff who
provide so many excellent learning experiences for all the boys and girls. We have an upcoming closure

this month with a full day staff training on Wednesday 18th March in the Primary Curriculum

Framework. Our Hot Lunches for School with the Lunch Bag is taking a little longer to get started than we
initially hoped. We will keep you updated. We are currently examining our school vision statement, and |

will send you on a short Groogle Questionnaire which | would really appreciate if you could complete for us.

A huge thank you to our Parents Council in all their work starting the exciting raffle to help repair
our Astro. The Astro is in bad condition unfortunately and we will require a large amount of money to

address the situation.

WAPPY As always your support is hugely appreciated.

%Wﬁg Many thank

Alan Hobbins


mailto:principal@caraghns.ie
http://www.caraghns.ie/

School
Calendar

e March 17 St Patrick's Day - no school

o March 18™ Curriculum Planning Day - No School

e March 27 (Friday) - open 13™ April -Easter Holidays
e May 4™ Bank Holiday - no school

o June 15" + 2" June Bank Holiday Monday + Tuesday

o June 8™ Curriculum Framework - School Closed

e June 26™ Friday Summer Closure

SWIM ROTA 2025 - 2026

3" Class (please note date change)
Feb. 11" 25" Mar. 4™, 11" + 25"+ 27™

2"d Class (please note date change)
April 15", 17t 22nd 29" Mgy 6t 13t

The cost of the lessons is €55 per pupil and includes the
cost of the bus & supervised swimming instruction.
Instalments can be paid to the office in cash, any time
before the lessons begin. Online payments (total
amount only) available through Aladdin payments page
any time before the lessons begin.

Confirmation
As 6" classes continue their preparation for
Confirmation, they will have their Carmony of
Light — Retreat and Blessing of the Pledge Mass
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Donate here

Celebrating the e of Ben Wallace

STUDENT COUNCIL
Trocaire

Working for a just world.

This month the student council has organized
Trocaire boxes to go to every class. Please feel
free to send in any spare change you wish to
donate. The theme for 2026 is
“Let’s Stand Together, Whatever the Weather.”
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m Irish Petland

IRISH PEATLAND

CONSERVATION COUNCIL

Conservation Council

As part of their Science and Geography
curriculum 6™ classes will visit Lullymore Bog
to study social and historical connections
between Kildare and the bogs of Ireland. They
will also investigate the flora and fauna of our
boglands.

Recycling of used stamps for Irish Peatland

All used stamps collected during the year will
be given on this day. Thank you for all
donations and please continue to do so.

FRI 13 MARCH 2026

%" BAKE SALE

Bringing
Furc &
laughter
to children
with cancer
& serious

N @ illness.

Inaidof

ﬁ @ @benforbarretstown Wﬂ

Email: benforbarretstown@gmail.com

a senousfun camp

Donations of baked goods appreciated to school before 09:40 on the day.




We will shortly begin preparation for a range of
competitions in which we will compete from Easter
onwards:

v' U/10 Boys and Grirls football

v" Senior Boys and Giirls football

v Senior Hurling

v' Senior Camogie

We are very fortunate to have so many teachers

who give up their time to coach and allow

participation.

Girls Basketball

Massive well done to the girls’ basketball

team on winning the league final against Athgarvan.

Cross Country

Preparation is well under way for The Cumann
na mbunscoil Cross Country which takes place in
Rathcoffey GAA on 26 March. Well done to all
our Sth and 6th class pupils who are training

hard every week. More details to follow.

The 9irls have been training hard since the start of the year and have made

huge progress. The hard teamwork and determination has truly paid off.

We are so proud of the giris!!
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Intel Day

Congratulations to Abigail Fitzgibbon,
Ella Rose Ewing, Ellie Treacy and Freya
McHutchison on coming 2nd in the
overall Intel mini scientist competition
on 13th of February 2026 for their project
‘Dental Health.’ It took place in TU
University in Blanchardstown! The day
went amazingly! The group who came
first place were from Ennis and their
project was called ‘How does a Catapult
work?’

“It was quite a long day with 2 rounds of
judging. Overall we got judged nine times
and our names were getting popular with
the judges. First, we arrived at 9:40 and
gotsetup. At 10:15the judges started the
first round. It took them about 3 hours to
do the first round. At 1:30 we had lunch.
They supplied a bag and inside there was
a sandwich, a chocolate bar, crisps and
an apple.

Next at 2:00, if a team had a chance of
winning, another judge would have to
come around. The award ceremony took
place after the science show. It was
really cooland we did not expectto place
whatsoever. Overall it was an amazing
eventful day and we enjoyed every bit of
it.” (Abigail, Ella Rose, Ellie, Freya)

We are very proud of our 4 students who
have brought home a trophy to display in
our trophy cabinet. Congratulations.



Gaeilge Gach Lal!

Seachtain na Gaeilge 9 Marta-17 Marta
Ta Seachtain na Gaeilge ag teacht agus tdimid ar bis ar fad! Beidh an scoil lan le Gaeilge, le gaire agus le
spraoi 6n 9 Marta go dti an 17 Marta.

| rith na seachtaine, déanfaimid ar ndicheall nios mé Gaeilge a labhairt gach la — sa chlés, sa seomra ranga
agus fiu sa bhaile! Beimid ag déanamh ceachtanna spraiula tri Ghaeilge agus ag foghlaim frasai nua gach la.

Beidh Rang a Sé ag fail Fainni speisialta mar aitheantas ar a gcuid iarrachtai, urraithe go cinealta ag Kildare
County Council.

Beidh na Naionain ag glacadh pairte i dtionscnamh speisialta 6 Cill Dara le Gaeilge — beidh neart cluichi
agus spraoi i gceist!

Beidh Rang a Cuig ag eagru bacail mhoér tri Ghaeilge chun airgead a bhailiu do Ben For Barretstown.
Taimid an-bhuioch de Jordans Centra as na duaiseanna iontacha ata & n-urraiocht acu don tseachtain.

Beidh L& Glas agus Ceolchoirm Ghaelach ar siul ar an 16 Marta — caithigi glas agus bigi réidh le canadh, le
damhsa agus spraoi!

Beidh sé ina sheachtain lan le cairdeas, le ceol agus le bréd as ar dteanga alainn.

Bain triail as cupla focal Gaeilge gach la — Is féidir linn é a dhéanamh!

% Combhairle Contae Chill Dara
&Y, Kildare County Council
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Seachtain na Gaeilge is coming and we are all very excited! The school will be full of Irish, laughter

JORDANS

and fun from March 9th to March 17th. During the week, we will do our very best to speak more
Irish every day - in the yard, in the classroom and even at home! We will be doing fun lessons
through Irish and learning new phrases each day. Sixth Class will receive special Fdinne badges in
recognition of their efforts, kindly sponsored by Kildare County Council. The Infant classes will
take part in a special initiative from Cill Dara le Gaeilge, with lots of games and fun involved! Fifth
Class will organise a bake sale through Irish to raise funds for Ben for Barretstown. Our La Glas
(Green Day) and Irish Concert will fake place on March 16th — wear green and be ready to sing,
dance and have fun! It will be a week full of friendship, music and pride in our beautiful language.

Try a few Irish words every day — we can do it!




Fundraiser in aid of new astro
surface at Caragh National
School.

£>Ticket price: €50

g AND PRIZE
* 10%% Center Parcs

. Voucher

) o
« 27| M@R | 2026

Raffle draw Friday, March 27th

® Tickets can be bought through
Aladdin or contact

Nicole Kennedy 086 375 9261




Wworld
BOOk

Day " 2026

World Book Day will be celebrated in Caragh
NS on Friday March 6th. As always, we will
have lots of wonderful book loving activities
running throughout the school. Junior/Senior
Infants and Room 5 will be decorating wooden
spoons to recreate their favourite characters.
First and second class will decorate party hats
with images about their favourite book. Third
and fourth class will have their classrooms
transformed into restaurants for book tastings.
Fifth class will create their own storybooks to
read to infants. And lastly, sixth class will
design newspaper front pages about
characters/ storylines from classic well known
children's literature. Some classes may choose
to dress up and the individual teachers will
inform you of this. We hope it will be a great day

to mark World Book day 2026.

GREEN SCHOOL

Bird of the month: The Crane.

Did you know? The common crane became
extinctin Ireland between 1600 and 1700. But
have been returning successfully since 2021.
Common cranes are often confused with the
grey heron. Cranes are mostly a slate grey
colour and their foreheads blackish with a red
crown and a white streak. Common cranes
breed in Europe and migrate to Spain, Portugal
and North Africa for winter.

The Gaeilge name for the crane is an gCorr,
this refers to the ‘Korrrrr’ sound or cry the bird
made. It builds it's nests in bogs, lake
reedbeds or forested areas along rivers.

A21v 7 toDEifué& 7
collecting used stamps

to help save Irish Bogs.
Irish peatlands
Conservation recycle all —
oldstamps. A21v7 7+52:
away your old stamps h we need them.

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS

The school photos will take place on
Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th of
March. A class photograph will be taken
of the Junior Infants and 6" class if
parents wish to order. Please go

to www.ericmolimard.ie/cns

to register. Only registered children

will be photographed.



http://www.ericmolimard.ie/cns

Junior Infants - E

6" Class ' H

Arts and Crafts
Construction
Lego

Baking

Dance

Sports
Outdoor Cames
Storytime

B%zs:%Blrgk Afir,eé‘ Bookings Made
gs Made By .
March 13th: After March 13th:

= e €90 per child
hil
‘ 688 7%8;);« P €80 per additional

additional sibling sibling

Closing Date for Applications: Thursday March 26th

-~ L/
EIRE OG CORRA CHOILL HURLING
AGED 7-10

CUPCAKE DECORATING
PARTY!

Birthday parties with a difference

Ages 5-7 years
Cupcake decorating, party games & food
Contact Liz @ 085 711 6785
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friends of StAukes Rolbgar “= | €[, 500.00
iy thousond five Dundred Ewe e e
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Friends.
St Luke's

CANCER CARE

A big thanks to all volunteers
on the day & everyone who
donated clothes, cakes, €’s to
such a good cause for Friends
of St. Luke’s Hospital, Cancer
Services, Rathgar. Special
thanks to Caragh National
School for providing the Hall &
especially Liz who helped us on

B o9
the day, €6,500 raised —J b
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MULTI ACTIVITY
SUMMER CAMPS

CBS NAAS
29 June - 4 July 2026
6"~ 10" July 2026
13" - 17% July 2026
20% - 24" oly 2026
9:30am — 3:30pm

VISIT OUR

W WEBSITE VENUES
& NEAR YOU

AP

Checkout our website: www.letsgo.ie

Hoops Academy

Caragh National School After School Basketball

STAND TALL, PLAY BALL

Block 2 - commencing 9* Feb - Coached by Basketball Ireland Academy head
coach & Ireland International U18 players.

€70 for 6 week programme. Mondays 2.45pm-3 45pm

Boys & girls 2% to 4" class, new players always welcome,

To reglster please contact sd04moran@gmall com with parent contact detalls &
child's name, you will recelve a payment link, places are limited to 20 players,
allocated on a first come, first served basis,

Believe, Rise and Shine !

Hoops Academy Basketball In association with Naas Serpents Basketball

’)

KILDARE ACADEMY OF COMMUNICATION
SPEECH AND DRAMA Classes take place after school on
TUESDAY afternoons in the library in Caragh School.
Returning 16™ September.

Limited availability.

For information, please contact
Eunice Lavelle

on 087 275 0418 or eunice.lavelle@gmail.com

HOME WORK
- DONE!

) Dee's Day Care 087 289 8368




Basic Sewing
Threading & Tension
Topstitching
Making a zipper bag
Alterations
Mmmin{
Cutting skills
Upcycling

- Fabric mix & matching

Building confidence
Fabric compositions
and eco information

* InStitches
CHILDREN'S SEWING
CLASSES (8—12yrs)

=
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MONTESSORI TO 6TH
CLASS

Before and after school care
provided in a home from home
environment.
Perfect for families with children
in both Flowertots and Caragh

* = National School. .

. Term time availability starting 2

September 2025
Limited places available
Contact Lara

i ,087-7930139,,

0
LUBRNY | il vl o

Homebased Afterschool Childcare
Junior Infants to 6t Class
Spacious home with dedicated Playroom
Smallnumbers, ensuring personal care & at tention
Limited Places Available
MO c*I“W f RMAT
Karen086 3961918

yomeframh

DOES YOUR GARDEN
NEED SOME TLG?

or planting? Let TLC Gardening bring
your outdoor space back to life!

We specialize in general gorden maintenance:

Mowing & Trimmig

Contact Us
(©085 148 2206

Would you love a beautiful garden but
don't have time for weeding, mowing,




