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CARAGH NATIONAL SCHOOL 

Introduction 
This Homework Policy was completed as part of a review of our approach to 

homework in our school.  The policy was completed in conjunction with our staff, 

parent body and pupils of the school.  The review of homework in our school 

formed part of a general review of wellbeing for our children, families and staff.   

Rationale 
A working group at Caragh National School were tasked with the job of formulating 
a New Homework Policy.  In keeping with good practice, it was decided that our 
school community (parents, children and staff) should be surveyed as to their 
thoughts on Homework and how they felt it could be improved. 

 

 

All parties involved in the survey were unhappy with the existing policy and were 
in agreement that a new purposeful policy, which would enhance family life and 
enjoyment, should be ushered in at Caragh N.S.  
After trialling a few different suggestions over a period of time it was decided that 

oral work (reading, tables, discussion and debate) should form an integral part of all 

homework. 
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Research on the benefits of Homework. 
Homework fosters independence, self reliance, self esteem, co-operation and life 

long learning.  It is an essential part of primary education as it reinforces what 

children learn in school.  It also provides a link between teacher and parent and 

encourages parental involvement in their child’s education.  Homework is beneficial 

in developing a child’s concentration skills and can develop a positive work ethic.  In 

general, homework is meant to be achievable by a child working on their own to the 

best of their ability.  It is normally prepared by the teacher in class.  It can be used to 

practice what is done in school with opportunities to challenge children’s ability and 

creativity. 

Martin Stuart, a learning support teacher, at Talbot SNS, Banogue in Dublin, penned 
an insightful piece in his research regarding homework in the January / February 
2019 edition of the INTO’s InTouch magazine, titled “Homework – is it 
worthwhile?” He raised many interesting points:  
“The 2018 Action Plan for Education” does not mention homework. 
38% of children do not find homework beneficial (NCP, 2016). 
8% of 5th and 6th class students enjoyed doing their homework (NCP, 2016) “ 
That same study found that 67% of parents found homework stressful. 
 

Homework Content 
Usually, homework contains a balance between reading tasks, learning tasks and 

written tasks.  It should be noted that time devoted to reading and learning is as 

important in homework as time spent on written work.   

Following our surveys, a number of approaches were trialled over a period of time.  

It was decided that oral work such as reading, discussion, debate, tables should form 

an integral part of all homework.  One piece of written work nightly was 

recommended in classes 1st to 4th and two pieces of written work nightly in 5th & 6th 

class.  Both the Primary Language Curriculum and Primary Maths Curriculum have 

now encouraged pupils to be active agents in their own learning as children share, 

reason and debate.  Traditional pages of the same sum and endless lists of spelling 

no longer befit a homework policy for the 21st century.   

• Homework will consist of one written piece each day – Maths, English, 
Gaeilge/SESE/SPHE/Religion  
• Senior classes – 5th and 6th – will complete two written pieces each day. 
• All three days will include reading and oral work, eg tables, debate, discussion. 
• Homework time devoted to reading and learning is equally important as written 
work. 
• Parents can play an important role in listening to reading and items to be learned 
ensuring this work is done well. 
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Homework Duration 
The following are guidelines for time spent at homework. Different children will 

complete the same homework in different lengths of time. Time spent will vary from 

day to day and also from the beginning to the end of the school year. It is important 

to remember that it is the quality and not the quantity of homework that matters. 

The following are general guidelines only. We encourage parents or guardians to 

contact the teacher if their child is struggling with homework. 

Junior Infants 
Maximum time homework should take: 10 mins. Great emphasis is placed on oral 
language activities.  Children are sometimes asked to bring in objects or pictures 
related to class topics. 
In the 2nd and 3rd terms parents are asked to do shared reading with their children. 
The children take home books to ‘read’ with parents.  
 
Senior Infants 
Maximum time homework should take: 10 mins. 
Reading to be completed with parent’s assistance and supervision. 
Reading record to be signed by parents to indicate that homework has been done. 
 
First and Second Classes 
Maximum time homework should take: 15 to 20 mins. 
 
Third and Fourth Classes 
Maximum time homework should take: 30 - 40 mins. 
 
Fifth and Sixth Classes 
Maximum time homework should take: 45 minutes. 
 
Homework is at present given on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, while 
Thursday is now seen as a mop-up night, enabling children to catch up on written 
work not completed in the earlier part of the week.                                                                                                             
Our aim is to engage pupils in homework that is engaging, leading to success 
without struggle and stress.  
 
Pupils are encouraged to; 

• Enter the homework correctly in their homework diary; 3rd to 6th class. 

• Other classes prepare a homework sheet for the children. 

• Complete homework assignments to the best of their ability. 

• Present work neatly. 
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Parents should; 

• Encourage a positive attitude towards homework in all subject areas from an 
early age. 

• Encourage children to work independently as far as possible. 

• Encourage children to organise themselves for homework, having all books and 
materials to hand. 

• Agree a suitable time for doing homework taking into account, age, the need for 
playtime, relaxation and family time.   

• Encourage good presentation and neatness within a reasonable time. 

• Sign the homework diary/sheets checking that all homework is complete. 

 

Ratification 
This policy was ratified by the Board of Management on 9th May 2024.  It will be 

reviewed yearly or as required. 

 

_______________________________ 

Chairperson  

 

 
 

 

 

 


